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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 
BEAUMONT DIVISION 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA § 

Plaintiff, § 

§ 

y. § Civil No. l:19-cv-00251 

§ 

$377,000.00 IN UNITED STATES § 

CURRENCY, § 

Defendant. § 

VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE IN REM 


In accordance with Fed. R. Civ. P. Supplemental Rule G(2), the United States of 
America, Plaintiff, brings this complaint and alleges as follows: 

Nature of the Action 


1. This is an action to forfeit property to the United States pursuant to 
21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6) and 18 U.S.C. § 981(a)(1)(C). 

Defendant In Rem 


2. The defendant property is $377,000.00 in United States Currency 
(Defendant Property). Agents with Homeland Security Investigations - Department of 
Homeland Security seized the Defendant Property on February 19, 2019. The Defendant 
Property is currently in the custody of the U.S. Customs and Border Protection. 
Jurisdiction and Venue 

3. The Court has subject matter jurisdiction over an action commenced by the 
United States pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1345, and over an action for forfeiture pursuant to 
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28U.S.C. § 1355(a). 

4. The Court has in rem jurisdiction over the Defendant Property pursuant to 
28 U.S.C. § 1355(b)(1)(A) because acts or omissions giving rise to the forfeiture occurred 
in this district. 

5. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1355(b)(1)(A) 
because acts or omissions giving rise to the forfeiture occurred in this district. 

Basis for Forfeiture 

6. The Defendant Property is subject to forfeiture pursuant to: 

a. 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6) because it constitutes (i) money, negotiable 
instruments, securities and other things of value furnished and intended to be furnished in 
exchange for a controlled substance in violation of the Controlled Substances Act; (ii) 
proceeds traceable to such an exchange; or (iii) money, negotiable instruments, and 
securities used and intended to be used to facilitate a violation of the Controlled 
Substances Act, and 

b. 18 U.S.C. § 981(a)(1)(C) because it is property, real or personal, 
constituting or derived from proceeds traceable to a violation of any offense constituting 
“specified unlawful activity” or a conspiracy to commit such offense. 

Facts 

7. On 2/19/2019 HSI SAC Dallas TFOs D. Cortes, M. Spears, C. Halfmann, 

P. Harris, and DFW Detective B. Becker were notified by Las Vegas Metro Police that 
TSA had issued a Bulk Cash Notification that Mr. Daurence BROOKS had been 
discovered to be traveling with approximately $380K dollars he had claimed to be casino 
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winnings. TFO Spears encountered BROOKS on the A33 jet bridge with Marjai COOKS 
as they were running upon exiting the plane. TFO Spears initiated a consensual 
encounter. COOKS continued up the jet bridge and a consensual contact with her was 
initiated by TFO Halfmann. BROOKS appeared nervous and was visibly sweating. 
BROOKS said he had been in Las Vegas and won money on sport bets. BROOKS said 
he was carrying about $200K. BROOKS consented to search. TFO Spears located stacks 
of money concealed in the backpack. BROOKS said that he was a homebuilder and the 
he had been building homes for about 1 year. BROOKS stated that he and his wife also 
own a Reality company in Beaumont. BROOKS said that his company is called, "Brooks 
Home Reality". BROOKS said that he currently had approximately 10 to 15 homes 
under management with the reality company. BROOKS said that the "Brooks Home 
Reality" has been around for about a year and a half. BROOKS said that he buys, sells, 
rents and builds homes. TFO Spears attempted to locate the business on social media and 
could not find a business with that name in the Beaumont area. TFO Spears asked 
BROOKS if his reality company was run out of a P.O. Box, virtual office or from his 
residence. BROOKS said that the "Brooks Home Reality" company has an actual store 
front in a building with a sign. BROOKS said that he and his wife also own two daycare 
businesses in the Beaumont area. TFO Spears asked BROOKS if he and his wife filed 
their federal income taxes together or separately. BROOKS advised that he believed that 
they file jointly. TFO Spears asked BROOKS how much he had claimed on his 2018 
Federal Income Taxes. BROOKS hesitated a few seconds and then said that he did not 
know and that his wife Mira BROOKS had handled that. TFO Spears then asked 
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BROOKS for a simple estimate of the amount claimed for tax years 2016, 2017 or 2018. 
BROOKS again said that he has no idea of what he had made or claimed for those years. 
BROOKS has a criminal history for burglary, drugs, federal probation, and a past parole 
(Texas). BROOKS was unable to produce a source for the currency prior to Vegas or 
remember his IRS income tax reported income for the last few years. BROOKS believed 
he filed jointly, with his wife, on his IRS income tax returns and said his wife would have 
to be contacted to answer those questions. BROOKS did not have any tax documents for 
his alleged winnings in Vegas. 

Due to the facts and circumstances collected at the scene, BROOKS criminal 
history, inconsistent statements from BROOKS and COOKS, and an inability to 
legitimize the currency TFO Spears advised BROOKS the currency was going to be 
seized based on suspicion he believed the funds were derived from illegal activity and or 
money laundering, violations of 18 USC 981(a)(1), 18 USC 1956(c)(7), 18 USC 1952, 
and 18 USC 1961(1). 

Potential Claimants 


8. The only known potential claimants to the Defendant Property are: 

a. Daurence Everett Brooks, represented by: 

Geoffrey G. Nathan 

Attorney at Law 

132 Boylston Street 5 th FL. 

Boston, MA 02116 

b. Mira Brooks 
739 Avenue D 

Port Neelies, Texas 77651 


Verified Complaint - Page 4 



Case l:19-cv-00251 Document 1 Filed 06/11/19 Page 5 of 6 PagelD #: 5 


c. Marjai Cooks 
739 Avenue D 
Port Neelies, Texas 77651 

Claim for Relief 

9. The United States respectfully requests that the Court forfeit the Defendant 
Property to the United States, award costs and disbursements in this action to the United 
States, and order any other relief that the Court deems appropriate. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOSEPH D. BROWN 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 

_/s/_ 

MICHAEL W. LOCKHART 
Assistant United States Attorney 
Eastern District of Texas 
Texas Bar No. 12472200 
350 Magnolia Avenue, Suite 150 
Beaumont, Texas 77701-2237 
(409) 839-2538 
(409) 839-2643 (fax) 
michael.lockhart@usdoj .gov 
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VERIFICATION PURSUANT TO 28 U.S.C. § 1746 

I, Hugo Torres, hereby state that: 

1. I am a Special Agent with Homeland Security Investigations. 

2. I have read this Complaint, and the information contained herein is true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge. 

3. The information contained in this Complaint comes from the official files 
and records of the United States, statements from other law enforcement 
officers, and my investigation of this case. 

I state and verify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 



Hugo Torres 
Special Agent 

Homeland Security Investigations 


Dated: June 11, 2019. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 
BEAUMONT DIVISION 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Plaintiff, 


v. 

$377,000.00 IN UNITED STATES 
CURRENCY, 

Defendant. 


§ 

§ 

§ 

§ No. l:19-cv-00251 
§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 


ORDER FOR WARRANT OF ARREST IN REM 


TO: The Clerk of the Court, United States District Court for the Eastern District of 
Texas 

WHEREAS, on June 11, 2019, the United States of America filed a verified 
complaint for civil forfeiture in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of 
Texas against the defendant property, alleging that the property is subject to seizure and 
civil forfeiture to the United States for the reasons alleged in the complaint; and 

WHEREAS, the Court, having reviewed the Complaint and the Government’s 
Application for Warrant of Arrest in Rem, finds, the defendant property is currently in the 
possession, custody, or control of the United States; and 

WHEREAS, Supplemental Rule G(3)(b)(i) provides that the clerk must issue a 
warrant to arrest the property if it is in the government’s possession, custody, or control; 

YOU ARE, THEREFORE, HEREBY COMMANDED to issue an arrest warrant 
in rem for the defendant property pursuant to Supplemental Rule G(3)(b)(i); and 

YOU ARE FURTHER COMMANDED to deliver the arrest warrant in rem to a 
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person or organization authorized to execute it who may be a marshal or any other United 
States officer or employee, someone under contract with the United States, or someone 
specially appointed by the Court for that purpose, pursuant to Supplemental Rule 
G(3)(c)(i). 

IT IS SO ORDERED, 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 
BEAUMONT DIVISION 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Plaintiff, 


v. 

$377,000.00 IN UNITED STATES 

CURRENCY 

Defendant. 


§ 

§ 

§ 

§ No. l:19-cv-00251 
§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 


WARRANT OF ARREST IN REM 


TO: The U. S. Customs and Border Protection for the Eastern District of Texas and/or 
any other United States officer or employee, someone under contract with the 
United States, or someone specially appointed by the court. 

On June 11, 2019, the United States filed a verified complaint for civil forfeiture 

in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Texas against $377,000.00 

in United States currency (defendant property) alleging that the property is subject to 

seizure and forfeiture to the United States for the reasons alleged in the complaint. 

The defendant property is currently in the possession, custody, or control of the 

United States. 

In these circumstances, Supplemental Rule G(3)(b)(i) directs the Clerk of the 
Court to issue an arrest warrant in rem for the defendant property. 

Supplemental Rule G(3)(c)(i) provides that the warrant of arrest in rem must be 
delivered to a person or organization authorized to execute it who may be a marshal or 
any other United States officer or employee, someone under contract with the United 
States, or someone specially appointed by the court for that purpose. 
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YOU ARE COMMANDED to do the following: 

1. To arrest the defendant property as soon as practicable [see Rule G(3)(c)(ii) 
for exceptions for serving as soon as practicable] by serving a copy of this warrant on the 
custodian in whose possession, custody or control the property is presently found, and to 
use whatever means may be appropriate to protect and maintain it in your custody until 
further order of this Court. 

2. Promptly after execution of this process, to file the same in this Court with 
your return thereon, identifying the individual(s) upon whom copies were served and the 
manner employed. 

Dated: 


DAVID O’TOOLE 

Clerk of the Court 

United States District Court for the 

Eastern District of Texas 


By: _ 

Deputy Clerk 
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